beduhn closely equivalent demarcations' .2 Nevertheless, the fact that certain historical cultures 'lacked one-for-one "versions" of the Western category "religions" does not mean that they lacked some usages that are analogous-ones that do something like the same work, ones invoked in the sorts of contexts in which "religions" would be invoked in modern Western discourses' .3 The Manichaeans employed terms and expressions analogous to modern discussions of religions in that they refer to self-identifying communities that were not interchangeable or coterminous with ethnic or cultural identity, but organized around systems of discourse and practice that were 'disembedded' from a particular society and culture;4 within such communities, the members could understand themselves to share a set of markers and commitments that set them apart from others of the same ethnicity, and united them despite disparate ethnic and cultural backgrounds.
With the historical appearance of such identities, we enter into an environment where a plurality of religions replaces the assumption that 'religion' is a sub-category of cultural practices wholly determined by one's ethnicity.5 The distillation of some set of such practices into a transportable commodity, capable of crossing from one culture to another, occurs only under very special and rare conditions; and the ability to conceptualize and talk about such entities marks a distinct event in intellectual history. The mere geographic juxtaposition of ethnic and cultural groups with their respective traditional religious practices does not constitute the emergence of a plurality of religions, because each set of religious practices remains exclusively associated with a specific ethnic identity. Individuals could cross these ethnic boundaries and adopt the lifestyle-including the religious practices-of a people to which they had not been born. In the Hellenistic kingdoms of the eastern Mediterranean, for example, natives could adopt colonial culture, and colonials could go native. One could 'Hellenize' or 'Judaize' , for instance. Moreover, the intensified mobility of representatives of different cultures meant that one could associate with members of another culture in their religious practices without moving to their native land. Religions emerged in antiquity when particular sets of religious practices no longer carried exclusive identification with such a native land, but belonged to a community that carried its own disembedded cultic identity.
